
EGYPT’S DICTATORSHIP OF THE PEOPLE, BY THE MILITARY

When the Egyptian military seized power this week, in a pseudo-
coup driven by public discontent, the world witnessed the first ever 
“dictatorship of the people, by the military”. In all its’  zealous chaos, 
millions of Egyptians rose up and abolished their democracy by the 
force of peaceful protest. Only a few miles from Tahir Square 
though, rallied the bewildered members of the Muslim Brotherhood 
and supporters of President Morsi. Had the revolution simply 
fractured, or is this polarization amid democratization a symbol of 
the vibrancy and complexity of the coming age of politics?

Egypt had banished a dictator and won a democracy less than two 
years earlier through a popular uprising  and revolution, only to 
demand the annulment of their own institutions and constitution! 
The resultant military takeover was met with jubilation in the 
streets. To many, this is a puzzling  and worrying manifestation, and 
causes renewed concern over the stability of the region. 

Futurist Sohail Inayatulla posited that social phenomena can be better understood through a layered analysis1 that 
accounts for; the “litany”, or surface-level events, the “social causes”, or underlying social forces at work, the 
“worldview”, or deep-seated beliefs and perspectives, and the “metaphor” or “myth”, which accounts for the non-
rational and cultural core from where people derive meaning. Given this approach, Egypt is a democracy with a 
deeply fractured foundation. 

From this assessment it appears that securing  Egypt’s future depends on the ability of the military and civil leaders 
to recreate a democratic process which fosters an inclusive and coherent National Vision, with a National Identity 
that has inherent diversity, reminiscent of South Africa’s “Rainbow Nation”. This is of course more difficult in a 
country where divisions are not merely racial, and skin deep. In Egypt divisions are religious, going  to the core of 
the self-identity of millions of citizens, who have much to fight for and little to lose. In Egypt, religion paves the 
public square. 
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"The best way to predict your future is to create it" - Abraham Lincoln

1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Causal_layered_analysis

Litany (Facts)

Social Causes 

Worldview 

Metaphor / Myth 

Egyptian society is united in 
revolution against dictatorship. 

Egyptians share their desire for 
economic and social upliftment. 

Egyptians are divided on the 
grounds of religion, values and 
norms. 

Egyptians are deeply divergent on 
their meta-vision for Egypt’s future.  

The Muslim Brother hood want a conservative Egypt, ruled along the lines of Islamic values and Sharia Law, 
their countrymen want a liberated Egypt, where pluralism and multiculturalism is guaranteed.  
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