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Speakers:
 
Andile Sangqu, Executive Director, Xstrata – A view from the mining investment community.
 
Prof Pundy Pillay, Economist, Wits University – The SOE debate and the broad socio-economic challenges facing South Africa.
 
Dr Paul Jourdan, Independent researcher – Perspectives on the State Intervention in the Mining Sector (SIMS) report.
 
Marius Oosthuizen, CUSP Consulting - Possible alternatives to the SOE option.

!
Timothy Kyepa, UWC - Uganda’s SOE and prospective lessons from Norway
 
Vincente Pinto de Andrade, Catholic University, Angola – SONANGOL and its role in the Angolan mining sector
 
In the African extractive sector, critical questions surround the governance of state-owned companies where the history has 
been one of inefficiency and ineffectiveness. Still, countries such as Norway and Chile present successful experience in 
which SOEs have functioned exceptionally well.
 
Events such as the one in Marikana in South Africa and the general high levels of unemployment, poverty and inequality 
across Africa have also reignited debates about the responsibility of governments to lead on employment creation and 
promotion of social welfare. How can African governments guarantee a level playing field through promoting transparent, 
rules-based governance and effective management of SOEs without undermining the social transformation potential of the 
extractive sector?

This seminar will create a platform for stakeholder engagement on the merits and drawbacks of SOEs in Africa’s mining 
industry. More specific objectives are to:
 
•       Encourage informed public debate on the role of SOEs
•       Discuss successful SOE experiences and best practices from other developing and      
        developed countries contexts and implications for Africa
•       Brainstorm on African countries’ institutional capacity to manage and monitor SOE
        governance structures and their performance

Our panel will examine the following themes, among others, better to understand SOEs and their potential utility:

•      The South African experience in coal mining and the expanded proposed state company
•       Insights from recent developments in Ghana
•       The role of government in state mining companies, as well as the requisite              
        institutional  and legal frameworks
•       Lessons from other contexts, drawn prospectively from Angola, Chile and Norway
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