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Background

Christian Perspectives on the World Future

The Christian heritage contains a rich tapestry of perspectives on the world future. Problematically though, the vast majority 

of Christian perspectives, especially within the Pentecostal-Charismatic Church, have been fraught with one-sided 

Eschatological views, that postulate the winding down as it were of time. As such, the world future has often been 

considered only within the narrow context of Christianity’s other-worldly missio-praxis in so far as the “salvation of mankind” 

is concerned, and in so doing, exclusive of many present-world realities as they relate to politics, economics, and socio-

cultural evolution. The survey under discussion here seeks to acts as a “litmus test” for the underlying perspectives, or 

paradigmatic frameworks held by Christian leaders, as they envision a world future. 

Survey Questions: 

Question Theme Essential Proposition

1. Christians hope that the dominance of capitalism and free market 

economics worldwide; will close the income gap, uplift the global poor, 

and lead to a better life for our children's children. 

Economics Justice through capitalism and 

free-markets

2. In the future, religious leaders and citizens will have a greater influ-

ence in government structures globally, and bring peace and unity into 

areas marked by armed conflict. 

Politics Inter-relationship of Church 

and State

3. The complex nature of diverse cultures colliding through globaliza-

tion, means that societies of the future are beyond our conception? 

Socio-Culture Increasing Cultural 

Diversification and Complexity.

4. In the future, the conservation of the environment will be seen as 

being of equal importance to profit, putting "green-friendly" enterprises 

at an advantage in the market. 

Environment Increasing Environmental 

Awareness

5. Technology offers the most promising solutions to global; social, 

economic and environmental problems. 

Technology Techno-optimism 

6. The rich will in future increasingly take responsibility, individually and 

corporately, to help the poor, and make the world more just in eco-

nomic terms. 

Economics Philanthropic Closing of 

Wealth-Gap 

7. The importance of international government structures such as the 

United Nations and International Criminal Court will increase, leading to 

greater global equality, cooperation, and human rights.

Politics Political Internationalism 

through Humanism 

8. In the future, materialism will prove inadequate as a way of life, lead-

ing to a return to traditional values through a countercultural revolution. 

Socio-Culture Post-Materialistic Cultural 

Evolution

9. The future of the ecology is a practical problem, not a moral or ethi-

cal one.

Environment Ethical Context of 

Environmentalism

10. Technology will infiltrate all spheres of everyday life, there will come 

a point in my children's lifetime, when technology will supplant human-

ity as earth's dominant inhabitant. 

Technology Techno-skepticism 
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Results

Overall Assessment 

Twelve Christian leaders from the Pentecostal-Charismatic tradition participated in the survey. Their results varied somewhat, 

indicating a standard deviation of around 20%, occasionally narrowing to 10%, but no less. 

Fig 1.1 Survey Results Graph - Agreement versus Disagreement with Questions/Statements

Findings (by Theme)

• Economic Perspectives: Just over a third (36%) of Christian leaders surveyed, support a future shaped by capitalism 

and free-markets, the same proportion (36%) reject the idea, and about a quarter (27%) remain neutral. There were no 

“strong” views expressed, either for or against. Perspectives on the wealth-gap between rich and poor covered the 

spectrum, with slightly more than half (55%) of respondents feeling that the issue is not being adequately addressed by 

those with the means to do so. There was a smaller percentage (20%) who felt strongly though that the “haves” were in 

fact taking adequate steps to adjust the status quo. The survey points to an uncertainty among Christian leaders over the 

viability of capitalism and free-markets, in their current form, to shape a desired future. Furthermore, that more could be 

done by those with means, to bring about a more equitable world.

• Political Perspectives: Survey results revealed that the majority (64%) of Christian leaders envision a closer relationship 

between Church and State in the future. This coincides with strong support (68%) for the view that super-national 

organizations and networks, such as the UN, ought to play a leading role in shaping the world future. The survey points to 

an increasing desire by Christian leaders to engage the “secular” world, and likely a growing inclination to do so on an 

international  scale through established super-national structures.

• Socio-Cultural Perspectives: The majority of respondents (62%) expressed the view that socio-cultural complexity and 

diversity would not be a growing challenge confronting them in the future, and notably that “materialism” would likely 

remain a dominant determinant of a pervading consumer culture. The survey reveals that their is an underlying belief 

among Christian Leaders that ongoing development and resultant material affluence in a globalized world will likely resolve 

tensions currently presented in culture-wars,
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• Environmental Perspectives: The vast majority of respondents (91%) pointed to the importance of environmental 

preservation as a major determinant of the future. In addition, results showed strong support for the view that there is a 

ethical and moral dimension to the preservation of the environment. Survey results indicate growing awareness among 

Christian leaders of environmental concerns, and the establishment of a correlation between their core beliefs, and a 

sense of responsibility towards the ecology.

• Technological Perspectives: Respondents indicated measured support (54%) for a techno-optimistic expectation that 

technology will improve the future, while rejecting the notion that technology is essentially dangerous to the human 

condition in the long run. The measured results indicate a balanced view of technological optimism versus skepticism, 

pointing to an anthropocentric perspective on the employment of technology by Christian leaders in the future. 

Fig 1.2 Full Survey Results - Percentage per Answer (top, left), Orientation and Standard Deviation (top, right)

Summary

Christian leaders from the Pentecostal-Charismatic tradition hold divergent views on the future of 

the world. Essentially though, they see a future where capitalism and free markets persist, with 

additional interventions to uplift the disenfranchised. They see a world where beliefs impact on 

politics, while basic material well-being forms the bedrock for a cohesive society. High importance is 

placed on the environment in the future, while technology is seen as a tool, to be managed under 

humanity’s oversight, for the betterment of life on earth. 
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1. Christians hope that the dominance of capitalism and free market
economics worldwide; will close the income gap, uplift the global poor, and lead to a better life for our
children's children.

 answered question 11

 skipped question 1

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree  0.0% 0

Agree 36.4% 4

Neutral 27.3% 3

Disagree 36.4% 4

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

1

2. In the future, religious leaders and citizens will have a greater
influence in government structures globally, and bring peace and unity into areas marked by armed
conflict.

 answered question 11

 skipped question 1

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree 18.2% 2

Agree 36.4% 4

Neutral 18.2% 2

Disagree 27.3% 3

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

3

3. The complex nature of diverse cultures colliding through
globalization, means that societies of the future are beyond our conception?
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 answered question 12

 skipped question 0

Strongly Agree 16.7% 2

Agree 8.3% 1

Neutral 25.0% 3

Disagree 33.3% 4

Strongly Disagree 16.7% 2

Other (please specify) 0

4. In the future, the conservation of the environment will be seen as
being of equal importance to profit, putting "green-friendly" enterprises at an advantage in the market.

 answered question 11

 skipped question 1

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree 27.3% 3

Agree 54.5% 6

Neutral 18.2% 2

Disagree  0.0% 0

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

1

5. Technology offers the most promising solutions to global; social,
economic and environmental problems.

 answered question 12

 skipped question 0

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree 25.0% 3

Agree 16.7% 2

Neutral 25.0% 3

Disagree 33.3% 4

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify) 0

6. The rich will in future increasingly take responsibility, individually
and corporately, to help the poor, and make the world more just in economic terms.

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree 20.0% 2

. 10.0% 1
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 answered question 10

 skipped question 2

Neutral 30.0% 3

. 30.0% 3

Strongly Disagree 10.0% 1

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

3

7. The importance of international government structures such as the
United Nations and International Criminal Court will increase, leading to greater global equality,
cooperation, and human rights.

 answered question 11

 skipped question 1

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree 9.1% 1

Agree 54.5% 6

Neutral 9.1% 1

Disagree 27.3% 3

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

2

8. In the future, materialism will prove inadequate as a way of life,
leading to a return to traditional values through a countercultural revolution.

 answered question 12

 skipped question 0

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree 8.3% 1

Agree 33.3% 4

Neutral 8.3% 1

Disagree 50.0% 6

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify) 0

9. The future of the ecology is a practical problem, not a moral or
ethical one.

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree  0.0% 0

Agree 18.2% 2

Neutral 9.1% 1
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 answered question 11

 skipped question 1

Disagree 54.5% 6

Strongly Disagree 18.2% 2

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

1

10. Technology will infiltrate all spheres of everyday life, there will
come a point in my children's lifetime, when technology will supplant humanity as earth's dominant
inhabitant.

 answered question 11

 skipped question 1

 
Response

Percent

Response

Count

Strongly Agree  0.0% 0

Agree 27.3% 3

Neutral 27.3% 3

Disagree 45.5% 5

Strongly Disagree  0.0% 0

Other (please specify)
Show Responses

1
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